The 8 Best Hotels in Muskoka Lakes,
Ontario

There is a moment on the drive north when the four lanes narrow and the tall pines start closing
in, and you feel yourself arriving somewhere different. The air sharpens. The sky opens. City
noise falls away. Then the road bends and the first stretch of open water appears, sunlight
catching across the lake in a slow glitter. People describe that moment like a reset. A deep
breath. A kind of quiet you do not realize you needed until it is suddenly all around you. That
feeling is what draws travelers back to Muskoka year after year.

Muskoka has earned a reputation that reaches far beyond Ontario. Some come for a weekend
escape from Toronto. Others fly across the country or from overseas simply to sit beside the
water and let time soften. Many of the resorts in this region have been welcoming guests for
more than a century, and the mix of history, nature, and unhurried living sets Muskoka apart
from other destinations.

The drive takes roughly two to three hours depending on traffic, first along Highway 400 and
then through winding tree-lined roads edged with granite cliffs. It is the kind of route that reminds



you why people fall in love with northern Ontario. By the time you reach Port Carling, life feels
like it has shifted into a gentler rhythm.

The region has been celebrated by National Geographic, Reader’s Digest, WestJet Magazine,
and Frommer’s, appearing on lists naming the most memorable journeys and the most beautiful
places in Canada. Between the sparkling water, long peach-toned sunsets, and peaceful early
mornings on the dock, Muskoka stays with you.

Whether you are searching for a simple lakeside inn or a luxury retreat, the stay becomes more
than a room. It becomes the sound of loons at dusk, the lightness of floating in warm lake water,
the crunch of snow under boots in January, and the steady comfort of hospitality that feels
personal.

The Natural Beauty of Port Carling

Port Carling sits at the center of Muskoka’s lakes, where the Indian River flows between Lake
Muskoka and Lake Rosseau and extends toward Silver Lake, Mirror Lake, and Lake Joseph.
The shoreline rises in layered sheets of ancient rock topped with deep forest, creating a
backdrop that feels sculpted and untouched. It is the kind of landscape that makes people
pause and reach for their camera without thinking.

More than eighty lakes surround the area, along with quiet beaches and small parks shaped into
sheltered coves. Trails such as the 2.5 kilometer Huckleberry Rock Lookout lead across some
of the oldest exposed rock in the world, offering sweeping sunset views. For gentler pathways,
Hardy Lake Provincial Park and Torrance Barrens provide stillness, open sky, and some of the
darkest stargazing in Ontario.

Those who explore beyond the shoreline often drive west to Georgian Bay, home to the world’s
largest freshwater archipelago, more than 30,000 islands, and Muskoka’s only national park. It
is a remarkable setting for paddling routes, photography, and long sunlit afternoons on the
water.

Peak season runs from July through September, when warm temperatures make swimming and
boating irresistible. Winter changes the rhythm, but not the charm. Snowshoe ftrails, skating
paths through the forest, skiing, and lakeside bonfires transform the region into a winter escape
that feels just as magical.

Choosing the Right Place to Stay



Accommodations in Muskoka range from family-run motels and classic inns to boutique lodges
and luxury resorts right on the water. Some travelers come through for a night during a road trip,
others stay for long weekends, and many settle in for entire summers. Seasonal packages are
common, and there are options suited to almost every budget and travel style.

Many rooms include balconies or patios overlooking the lakes, private docks and boathouses, or
firelit lounges that make cool evenings feel warm and unforgettable. Pet friendly options are
easy to find, so no family member gets left behind. Whether you prefer a quiet cabin tucked into
the trees or a well known luxury property like the JW Marriott, Port Carling offers choices for
couples, families, and solo travelers.

The thing visitors remember most tends not to be the amenities or the décor. It is the soft quiet
of early morning mist lifting off the lake, unhurried breakfasts on the dock, and long
conversations that stretch without checking the time. For many, that becomes the reason they
return.

The Best Hotels and Resorts in Muskoka

(In alphabetical order for fairness and clarity)

Baldwin Resort

A relaxed, family-friendly property with a wide range of recreation options. Guests enjoy a
games room with movies, toys, a pool table, and ping pong. Outdoors, volleyball, basketball,
shuffleboard, horseshoes, badminton, hammocks, a playground, and firepits create a
summer-camp feel. Complimentary kayaks and pedal boats are available from the public dock
on Lake Rosseau. In winter, visitors can snowmobile or ice fish after a continental breakfast.

Crestwood Inn

Known for its warmth and character, Crestwood Inn offers guest rooms, suites with screened
decks, and cabin-style accommodations. Children under twelve stay free, and a complimentary
breakfast is served daily. It is a comfortable choice for leisurely stays or extended visits.

JW Marriott The Rosseau Muskoka Resort and Spa

Positioned high on a granite bluff with views over Lake Rosseau, this luxury property features
spacious rooms and suites, fine dining, a full spa, and heated pools open year round. The resort
offers art workshops, astronomy nights, guided snowshoeing, and seasonal holiday events,
making it a favorite for special occasions and year-round escapes.



Muskoka Lakes Hotel

A conveniently located hotel offering clean, comfortable suites with full kitchens and coffee
makers. A large deck and boathouse provide direct access to Lake Rosseau for
paddleboarding, waterskiing, wakeboarding, fishing, or swimming. Close to restaurants and
shops.

Shamrock Lodge

A family-owned resort on Lake Rosseau with more than forty years of history. Guests enjoy
lakeside dining, event facilities, and recreation suited to weddings, retreats, and family
gatherings. Known for warm service and a welcoming atmosphere.

Sherwood Inn

Set on Lake Joseph, Sherwood Inn blends traditional Muskoka architecture with refined interiors
and premium amenities. Guests visit Beginnings Spa, dine in-house, and explore nearby
attractions. It is a popular choice for intimate weddings and romantic weekends.

Touchstone Resort

A modern lakeside resort featuring one and two bedroom suites, villas, and penthouses with
panoramic lake views. Amenities include a private beach, infinity pool, steam room, spa, fitness
center, firepits, and on-site dining at the Touchstone Girill.

Windermere House

Built in 1870 and known as The Lady of the Lake, this historic resort features luxury rooms, a
four bedroom cottage, the AMBA spa, golf access, water sports, campfires, and multiple dining
venues. One of Muskoka’s most iconic waterfront properties.

Things to Do in Port Carling

Outdoor and Natural Attractions

Explore Lake Muskoka, Lake Rosseau, Lake Joseph, Lake of Bays, and Sparrow Lake.
Arrowhead Provincial Park and Georgian Bay Islands National Park offer hiking, picnicking,
wildlife viewing, and scenic boat tours. Torrance Barrens Dark Sky Preserve draws visitors for
clear-sky stargazing.



Local Culture

Port Carling hosts the Muskoka Lakes Association Antique Boat Show, antique boat cruises,
and the Muskoka Lakes Museum. Landmarks like the photographic mosaic wall known as The
Wall are favorite stops.

Events and Seasonal Festivals

The Bala Cranberry Festival, farmers markets, garden tours, golf tournaments, art studio tours,
and dinner cruises fill the social calendar. Many resorts build packages around these annual
traditions.

Food and Drink

Craft breweries, wineries, and waterside restaurants shape the dining scene. The Bog to Bottle
Tour at Muskoka Lakes Farm and Winery is a signature Canadian experience, and boat cruises
offer lunch and dinner along the waterways.

Sports and Recreation

Waterskiing, wakeboarding, paddleboarding, and fishing are summer standards. Golfers can
choose from top ranked courses and resort stay and play offers. Winter visitors enjoy
snowshoeing, snowmobiling, skating trails, curling, and holiday festivals.

A Place Worth Returning To

For those without a cottage, Muskoka resorts and hotels provide access to the lakes, parks,
cultural events, and outdoor adventures that define the region. The blend of natural beauty,
thoughtful hospitality, and four season recreation creates an experience that lasts long after the
trip ends.

Muskoka is more than a place to stay. It is a place to feel something.
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